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1859. He was, when he died, the oldest cricket blue,
and it is of some interest to recall that, being a very
good field, he was given the position of longstop.
As I am boasting of my cricketing ancestry I may
perhaps be allowed to recall my godfather uncle,
Clement Booth, who was, I believe, the first to hit
out of the ground at Lord's in the Varsity match: his
portrait appears in the great Cambridge XI of 1862
which is honoured by a place in the pavilion at Lord's,
and he was usually to be found during the match
sitting somewhere near the scene of his exploit.
Another episode of his cricketing career gives me
greater pleasure: in some big match he caught a
sensational catch near the boundary: on returning
to his place, he was gratified to hear one spectator say
to another, " Catch it? Of course 'e caught it: 'e
couldn't miss it: 'e's got 'ands like a 'ip bath! "

From these frivolous reminiscences I return to the
business of the schools: Classical Moderations did
not do very much to encourage wide reading, and the
" class conscious " like myself stuck rather closely to
the prescribed texts: it was not until one began to
read for Greats that one's Oxford education really
began.

I shall always maintain that the old school of
Liters Humaniores provided the best education
which a university can give, whether from the point
of view of History or of Philosophy. The history
which we had to study was that of two short periods
in the life of Greece and Rome: it was possible to